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LETTER FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
I am so glad you are reading the eighth edition of the Maroon & Gold! 
Our goal is to keep our patrons connected with what is happening 
in the school and with Eldon Alumni. I know we all have some great 
memories of our school. It could be your favorite teacher, your best 
friend that you haven’t seen for years, your coach, your bus driver, or 
the cook that made you smile. We want to do our best to remember 
those days but also focus on the great things that are currently hap-
pening. In order to accomplish this, we need you to send us ideas 
about who to interview for our stories. I believe the Maroon and Gold 
is going to be the venue that allows Eldon Alumni to stay connected. 
Send your information to wendy.winters@eldonmustangs.org or mail 
it to her at 101 South Pine St. Eldon, MO, or call Wendy at 
573-392-8010 ext. 1009

Another idea I want you to consider is coming back home. We continually strive to make our 
school and community one of the best places in the state. I believe you and your family will make 
an economic impact on our community. You will help us build an even better community that has 
a great infrastructure, great schools and great people. I feel blessed to live in Eldon, I know you 
will, too.

We are including information about some job opportunities in the area. Please take a look at them 
and see if any of them fit your needs.

I hope you enjoy the Maroon and Gold!
Matt Davis
EHS’95

JOIN THE ELDON ALUMNI ASSOCIATION FOR ONLY $10 PER YEAR

Money will be used to keep you connected through the Maroon and Gold

Please send the following information:
Name:
Address:
Phone:
Email:

Mail to Eldon High School, attention 
Wendy Winters, 101 S. Pine St., Eldon, MO 65026. 

wendy.winters@eldonmustangs.org or 573-392-8010 ext. 1009.
You may also find us on Facebook at Eldon Mustangs or Eldon High School Alumni. 



5



E L D O N
T O W N
P L A N
G r o  e L D O N ' S  p l a n  t o
a c h i e v e  c o m m u n a l
p r o s p e r i t y  

MARCH 2023

Prepared by: The GRO Eldon Core Leaders
GRO Program Coordinator: Matt Davis 

Technical Support Provided by: Innovation Economy Partners
  

Members Since 2020 

6



7



8



Vicki Devine
573-286-6216 Cell

Chuck Yows
573-280-4452 Cell

victoria.devine@exprealty.com

1203 South Business Hwy 54
Eldon, MO 65026

EXP: 1-866-224-1761 ext. 716
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The Eldon Alumni Magazine is thrilled to showcase the
remarkable achievements and contributions of the Herbert 
family, proud Eldon High School alumni who have left an 
indelible mark on their community and beyond. From educational 
leadership to political campaigning, from healthcare adminis-
tration to pursuing dreams in nursing and fostering positive 
change, the Herbert family exemplifies the values and spirit of 
Eldon High School.

Michele Campbell Herbert, a shining example of Eldon High 
School’s educational excellence, has been making a difference 
in the lives of students for decades. After marrying Mike Herbert 
in 1993, Michele pursued her passion for education, earning 
a Bachelor of Elementary Education from Central Missouri State 
University. Her commitment to continuous learning led her to 
achieve a Master’s Degree from Lincoln University in 2000 and 
an Education Specialist degree from William Woods in 2013.
Throughout her career, Michele has been dedicated to the 
Eldon School District, working at South School for over 15 
years in various roles, including first-grade teacher, second-
grade teacher, speech implementer, reading teacher, and 

literacy coach. Presently, 
she serves as the Principal 
at South Elementary School, 
an accomplishment she has 
proudly held for eight years. 
Mrs. Herbert is the best living 
example  of  the  school’s 
mission as she encourages 
rigorous  learning  of  her 
students and staff, collabo-
rates with aspiring teachers 
to generate lessons with 
relevant life applications, 
and cultivates personal and 
meaningful relationships 
with staff, students, and 
community members.
As  Michele  recalled  her 
favorite high school teachers 
she remembered recognizing 
through them the positive 

student impact a dedicated teacher 
can make.  She also loved her time 
hanging out with special friends and 
the camaraderie built playing in the 
band. Michele cherishes the memories 
of her time as a supportive parent 
cheering  on  her  two  daughters 
participating in athletic events while 
proudly wearing the maroon and 
gold of Eldon.
As she looks to the future, Michele 
remains committed to her community 
and hopes to continue her journey 
of lifelong learning and contributing 
to the growth and success of her 
cherished hometown.

Mike Herbert, a 1985 graduate of Eldon 
High School, has had a remarkable 
career in public health. After earning 
a BS in Business Administration from 
the University of Central Missouri in 
1991, Mike spent 30 years serving 
the public, including 25 years with 
the Missouri Department of Health 
& Senior Services, where he served 
as a Disease Investigator and later 

The Herbert Family: 
Proud Alumni 

Making a Positive Impact
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became the State’s STD/HIV Director.
Upon retirement from the state in 2017, Mike 
joined the local health department, the Miller 
County Health Center, where he currently serves 
as the Administrator. His work in public health has 
had a direct impact on friends, family, and neigh-
bors, emphasizing the significance of community 
partnerships to improve health and wellness.
Beyond his professional achievements, Mike is a 
devoted Kansas City Chiefs fan. For over three
decades, he and his family have united to support 
the team, attending games and even meeting
legendary figures like Lamar Hunt. As his wife and 
daughters have grown into avid fans, Mike continues 
to cherish their shared passion for the Chiefs. As a 
family they travel each year to an away game to 
spur their team on to victory on the road.

With his daughters now grown, Mike looks forward 
to getting back into fishing while remaining an 
avid supporter of Eldon and its endeavors.

The couple’s oldest daughter, Halle Herbert, had 
an active and successful tenure during her time at 
EHS. Involved in numerous extracurricular activities, 
including FFA, NHS, DECA, and Student Council, 
Halle graduated Summa Cum Laude in 2017. She 
pursued a Bachelor of Science in Political Science 
with a minor in Sociology from Missouri State
University, completing her degree in just two years.
Following her graduation, Halle embarked on a 
remarkable journey in politics and public service. 
She played a crucial role in a gubernatorial campaign 
for the State of Missouri, worked on Capitol Hill for Halle and Anna compete at an EHS track meet in 2017.

The Herbert Family at a Kansas City Chiefs football 
game in 2020.

Halle in front of the United 
States Capitol building in 

2021.

U n i t e d     S t a t e s 
Congressman Blaine 
Luetkemeyer, and was 
the Political Director 
for a United States 
Senate Race. Presently, 
Halle serves as the 
Legislative Liaison for 
the Missouri Depart-
ment of Public Safety.
As she charts her 
course in public ser-
vice, Halle remains 
deeply connected to 
her roots in   Eldon,  
drawing
inspiration from her community and the values in-
stilled in her during her upbringing. With a 
passion for running and staying active, she uses 
the resilience learned from her high school sports 
coaches to propel her forward in both her personal 
and professional life.

Their youngest daughter, Anna Herbert, a graduate 
of Eldon High School’s Class of 2020, also shone 
brightly during her time at EHS. Actively involved 
in track and field, basketball, band, and other 
school organizations, Anna’s dedication and hard 
work earned her recognition as Academic All-
State for Track and Field.
Following her high school graduation, Anna 
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pursued her education at SBU and later trans-
ferred to MSU, where she plans to continue 
her studies in pursuit of a nursing degree. Her 
aspiration to work in the healthcare industry 
stems from her desire to assist individuals dur-
ing their most vulnerable moments, making a 
positive impact on the lives of others.
As  she embarks  on her  journey toward 
becoming a nurse, Anna enjoys spending time 
with family, playing pickleball, and traveling 
with friends. Her determination to make a
difference in people’s lives and her commitment 
to continuous growth reflect the core values 
instilled in her during her time at Eldon High 
School.

The Herbert family stands as a testament to the 
transformative power of Eldon High School, 
where they cultivated their values, passions, 
and ambitions. From leadership in education 
to nursing, from politics to public health, and 
from fostering community connections to 
championing Chiefs fandom, each member 
of the Herbert family contributes to the spirit 
and success of Eldon. We are proud to feature 
the Herbert family in this edition of the Eldon 
Alumni Magazine and celebrate their ongoing 
contributions to the world around them.

Michele with a student at Pre-School 
Graduation. 

Henley
Jewelers

202 S. Maple
Downtown
Eldon, MO

75 Years in Downtown Eldon
573-392-4511

Herbert cont.
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Visionary
$25,000 and up
Rita Bass
Eldon Quarterback Club 
Jonathan Grantham
Cole Hamels
Kent Kehr 
Carl Mosher
E.J. Pyle

Cornerstone
$2,500 and up
Eldon Athletic Booster Club
Peter & Barbara Gattermeir
Jeff & Amy Hargroves
Scott & Lisa Harrison
Ingrid Haas & John Groves
Jim & Judy Lincoln
Nates Concrete Pumping LLC 
Tony & Renee Pace

Heritage
 $1,000 and up
Charles & Janet Allen 
Sandy, Bryan, Halla Atwell 
James & Melanie Bennett 
Linda Scrivner - Bierbower
John Caine Family 
Capital Region Medical Clinic
     -Eldon
Central  Bank of LOTO

Class of 1956
Class of 1963
Bob & Jane Davis 
Matt & Shelly Davis 
Eldon CTA
Mike & Marla Finnegan 
Rob & Tami Frazee
Billy Gerhart 
Mike Hees
Blanche & Mary Laffey 
Paula Mosher-Lea
Phillips Funeral Home
James & Catrice Roseblock 
Ed Sanning
Linda Scrivner-Bierbower
Eric & Claire Wilhoit

Maroon
$500 and up
Joe & Donna Albertson 
Elaine Schuster-Allee 
Dit Apperson
David Bailey Family 
Renee Baker
Bales Construction 
Jennifer Beard 
Ed Bierbower
Kathy Bisges
Paul Boatman
Robert & Linda Brandt
Ty & Janice Brewer 
James & Barbara Brown 
Bruns Service Center Inc
Rick Caine
Gary & Donna Carrender 
Citizens Bank of Eldon 

Class of 1955
Class of 1961
Class of 1964
Class of 1965
Class of 1966
Class of 1968
Class of 1972
Class of 1974
Class of 1982
Class of 1983
Class of 1985
Class of 1988
Class of 2001
Kenneth & Treva Crismon
Dale & Pauline Currence
Devine & Ass. Real Estate
Travis Dinwiddie
Jay & Stacey Dunham
Krik & Robin Earleywine
Eldon Community Foundation
Eldon Friends of Music
Eldon Lions Club
Eldon Warriors
Wanda Robbins Enloe
Fendorf & Phillips -
Grads of 1915-1980
David & Maryann Frank
Friends of Deb Geritz
Friends of Eddie Winters
Vonda Greenwalt
Billy Paul & Robin Griffith
Scott & Michele Griswold
Willard & Jerri Haley
Matt & Ashley Hanks & Family
Gerald J. Harms Sr.
Peggy Harrison
Tony & Ila Jean Hartfield
Bill & Sheri Harvey & family
Carl & Ruth Hees

MUSTANG LEGACY CONTRIBUTORS
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Michael & Debra Hees
Randy Hendrix
James T. Herfurth
Roy & Myrna Jo Herren 
Jim & Clare Herriman 
High Point Porter Family 
Bruce & Jeannie Hlavacek 
Duane & Cathy Jo Kleithermes Family
Larry & Patricia LaDuke 
Lake Regional Health Systems
Janice Maher
Danny Marra
Toni Marra-Schulte 
Gary & Carole Marriott Family
Merle & Gloria Matzen Family 
Rex & Joyce McCarger Family
McDevitt Clan
Ardyce Meyer Shipman 
Mary Meyer Harper
Betty Ann Morris 
Max A. Nickerson 
George Parkins
David & Rhonda Perkins 
David & Julia Platt
Ruth Poliner
Larry and Sandra Pope 
Refills Ink
Republic Services Inc. 
Diana Loyce Robinson
George, Loyce, Susan & John Robinson
Bob & Judy Russell 
Kent & Donna Schmidt 
Justin & Billie Setser
Edward & Rhonda Simmons 
Richard & Linda Simmons-Thomas 
Don & Lovea Vaughan 
Vernon Publishing 
Wallace Vernon
David Wainright
Ted & Beth Wood
Bob & Jlee Wooley 
Kathy Wrye
David A. Yarger

Gold
$250 and up
Jerome & Terry Atteberry 
Steve & Kathy Atwell
Wesley Bailey
Gene & Shirley Barbour 
Charles Bard
Brian Beard 
Terri Benjamin 
Charles Blum Family 
Paul & Kathie Boatman 
Donald & Priscilla Bond 
Mark Callison
Class of 1971
Class of 1976
Class of 1981
Helen Cooper–Maxwell
Bethal Cotton-Coffman
Burnell & Linda Crain 
Diane Crismon-Simpson 
Tyrus Czeschin
David & Rose Marie Dishman
Dayle & Nancy Dunstan 
Arden Eilers
Brandon & Amy Frank 
Connie Clark-Freise 
Donna Gilreath
Helen Hackman-Sturgis
John & Stacie Hall 
Harenza Brothers
Helen & Rufus, Lois Harmon
Carl & Ruth Hees
Phyllis Marie Hult, David Hult
In Memory of Grace Eilerts 
In Memory of Dee Spalding
Clement F. Iven
Robert Jenkins 
Gail Jones
Kenneth Kays 
Will Lemen
Donald & Shirley Looten 
Jack & Peggy Martin 
Helen Maxwell
James & Betty McDowell 
Colleen McGirl
Gaynelle Jenkins Moore Goddard

Frank & Beverly Procter 
River Region Credit Union 
Bill & Betty Roark
Julie Rush - 68’
Gary & June Spencer 
Jim Taylor
The Partridge Family
Dennis & Jerry Thompson 
Sam & Marlyn Upton 
Don & Laslee Vernon 
Randy & Michele Vernon 
Susan Wahlbrink
JoAnne (Heather) Woolley

White
up to $200
Neil & Debbie Atkinson 
Wesley Bailey
Susan Baker
Class of 1970
Michael Craig
Paul & Patricia Darnell 
Jan Denison
Anna Diebold
Jerry & Sara Dunstan 
John Gambill
Bill & Judith Gunn
Don Ham
Robert & Anna Harvey 
Robert & Donna Henley
Cheryl Henningsen 
Paul & Sharon Holder 
Bernie & Cathie Jenkins 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Milton Kays 
Christine Leonard
DeeAnn Muse 
Fred Myer 
Marcia Nickels 
Terri Pint 
John Pyle 
Beverly Ruhlf 
Peter J. Shaw
Marvin & Kay Summers 
Robert & Doris Taggart 
Fred & Lela Uptergrove
C.D. & Sue Vernon 
David & Ruth Woolley      
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Empowering
Communities and
Fighting Hunger

In the heart of Missouri, a dynamic force for change is 
making waves in the fields of community development, 
hunger alleviation, and agriculture advocacy. Meet Holly 
Enowski, a driven and multi-faceted young professional 
whose commitment to bettering communities has been 
an inspiration to many. With a deep-rooted connection 
to her farming heritage and a fervent drive to create a positive 

impact, Holly’s journey is one that exemplifies 
dedication, passion, and resilience.

Holly’s story begins in the rural outskirts 
of Eldon, Missouri, where she grew up as a 
proud farmer’s daughter. Her upbringing 
instilled in her a strong sense of responsibility 
towards  community  and  a  love  for 
agriculture. This foundation led her to 
pursue a degree in Science and Agricultural 
Journalism, with minors in International 
Agriculture, Business, and Agricultural 
Economics,   from   the   University  of 
Missouri.
Not content with just one academic 
achievement, Holly furthered her education 
by  earning  a   Masters  of   Business 
Administration     from      Washington
University in St. Louis. Armed with a 
unique  blend  of  knowledge  in  both
agriculture and business, she was well-
prepared to take on the challenges that 
lay ahead.

Holly’s journey towards making a tangible 
difference   was  catalyzed  by  a  pivotal
moment – an encounter with ‘the Buddy 
Pack Bully.’ She witnessed an older student 
stealing a Buddy Pack from a grade school 
student who was in need of the food that 
the school had sent home with him and 
this infuriated her and sparked a fire to 
take action to meet the needs of those 
facing food insecurity. This marked the 
beginning of her decade-long dedication 
to  addressing  food  insecurity  at  local, 
national, and global levels.

Her brainchild, the community service 
initiative named “Hungry for Change,” has 
become  a  beacon of  hope  for  those
battling hunger. Through this program, 
Holly equips and empowers individuals 
of all ages to join the fight against hunger. 
With a commitment to service, she dedicates 
over 250 hours each year to this cause, 
making a significant impact on countless 
lives.

Holly’s commitment to achievement 

Photo by Marshall Meadows 

2016 Alumna Holly Enowski
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Holly’s fifth grade class of 82 students from her summer 
internship in Kenya in 2016

Holly with her pageant titles.

Holly was named first runner up in the 2023 
Miss Missouri pageant.

Photo taken by JC Productions and 
Pageants Live

started in high school where she was active in band, FFA, 
FBLA, and DECA. She was guided and empowered by her 
endearing instructors: Coach Campbell, Mr. Biddle, Mr. 
Reichel, Mr. Schmidt, Mr. and Mrs. Haley, Mrs. Henderson, 
Mrs. Rohwer, Bandman, and Mrs. Hanks. Holly showcased 
her talent through competition at the national level in FFA, 
FBLA, and DECA and reining as drum major in band. She 
credits her high school involvement as the foundation to her 
impressive journey.

However, Holly’s journey wasn’t confined to the local stage. 
Her dream of becoming Miss Missouri began early, stemming 
from her victory as Miss Miller County Teen in 2012. She 
turned this aspiration into reality, showcasing her marimba 
talent and earning prestigious awards at Miss Missouri pageants. 
Her consistent placements in the top five, including a first 
runner-up in 2023, underscore her unwavering dedication 
and growth on this path.
When she’s not dazzling audiences on stage, Holly finds sol-
ace and joy in her passions and hobbies. Her connection to 
her family’s farm, kayaking at the Lake, and enjoying local del-
icacies like Arris Pizza are all part of her vibrant life. Yet, her 
commitment extends beyond personal enjoyment. Holly 
coordinates the Missouri Youth Institute, a conference aimed 
at educating high school students about global challenges 
and food insecurity – a program she initiated while still in 
high school herself.

As Holly stands at the crossroads of her journey, her 
accomplishments thus far are merely stepping stones to-
wards an even brighter future. Currently working with Sus-
tainable Agriculture and Food Systems Funders, she’s 
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actively involved in organizing events and agricultural 
programming. Her dedication to the University of 
Missouri’s College of Agriculture, Food and Natural 
Resources’ International Programs Office speaks 
to her unwavering commitment to education and 
growth.

Holly’s vision for the future is characterized by her 
passion for combating hunger and fostering 
economic development. Yet her aspiration 
to become Miss Missouri remains steadfast, driven 
by a desire to represent her community on a state-
wide platform.

As we follow Holly’s journey, it’s clear that her story 
is one of inspiration, empowerment, and relentless 
pursuit of positive change. With each step she 
takes, she leaves an indelible mark on the commu-
nities she touches, reminding us all of the power 
of dedication and the profound impact of a single 
individual. To learn more about Holly’s journey and 
her ongoing work, follow her online at @hollyenowski 
and visit her website at www.hollyenowski.com.

Holly with her high school sweetheart and current boyfriend Joey Hanes before Prom in 2016.

Holly after being named EHS Homecoming Queen 
in 2016.
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2016 FBLA OFFICERS. Pictured left to right: Bri Henderson, Holly Enowski, 
Christina Beard. 

Christina Beard crowning Holly in Kansas City as 
her successor to Miss Kansas City International 

on September 3rd, 2023

Holly and Christina in the EHS Jazz 
Band in 2016.

From Classroom Comrades to Miss Missouri Contenders
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Christina Beard’s melodies resonate far beyond the notes she 
plays. A private music teacher and owner of Christina Beard’s 
Music Studio, Christina’s dedication to her craft, her advoca-
cy for autism acceptance, and her musical talents have made 
her a cherished member of both the local community and 
the broader stage.

A graduate of Eldon High School’s 
Class of 2016, Christina’s journey 
into the world of music and advocacy 
began early. Her alma mater 
played a significant role in shaping 
her path. During her time at EHS, 
she wasn’t just a student; she was 
a musical force. From band to jazz 
band and chamber choir, Christina’s
commitment to her musical pursuits 
was unwavering. Her involvement 
extended beyond the realms of 
music, as she engaged in clubs 
like FBLA, honing her leadership 
skills and volunteering for her 
community.

While reminiscing about her EHS 
days, Christina’s eyes light up with 
memories of Friday night football 
games, halftime performances 
with the Marching Mustangs, and 
the exhilarating spirit of home-
coming week. Her dedication to 
music and community involvement 
was recognized with numerous 
accolades, including top ten rankings 
each  year,  participation  in  the 
National Honor Society, and 
standout performances at the 
Missouri State Music Contest.

One standout memory was the 
creation of a winning video she 
created for the Eldon Mustang 
Cookie Company, a venture that 
ultimately benefited the special 
education class with a generous 
grant. Such experiences enriched 
Christina’s   high  school  years, 
fostering personal growth and a 
sense of purpose.

Christina’s journey continued at 
Drury University, where she earned 
a Bachelor of Arts in Music and a 
minor in Communication in 2020. 
However, her learning wasn’t con-

Photo by Matt Boyd Photography

2 0 1 6   A l u m n a  C h r i s t i n a  B e a r d :

A Journey of Music, advocacy 
and Acheivement.



Christina playing piccolo during the Marching 
Mustangs Friday night halftime show.

Performing on the fiddle for her talent at the Miss 
Missouri 2023 competition.

Christina representing Who’s Who in FBLA at the 
2016 National Leadership Conference opening 

ceremony.
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fined to the classroom. Her involvement in  the   
Miss  Missouri   Scholarship  Organization pro-
vided her with opportunities for personal growth, skill 
development, and connections that have shaped 
her advocacy and ambitions.

As a tireless advocate for autism acceptance and 
inclusion, Christina’s passion stems from her per-
sonal experiences.  With  a  brother  diagnosed  
on  theautism spectrum, her advocacy is rooted 
in genuine understanding and love. Through her 
initiative, “Autism  Through  a  New  Lens,”  
she  spreads awareness, educates communi-
ties, and fosters a more inclusive society. From 
interactive school presentations to working with 
disability nonprofits and lobbying for meaningful 
legislation,  Christina’s  advocacy  extends  far 
beyond her music.

While advocacy is her mission, music remains 
her heart and soul. Proficient in playing the 
fiddle, flute, piccolo, piano, guitar, and singing, 
Christina’s love for music is infectious. Her dream of 
becoming a professional fiddler has been nur-
tured since childhood, and she envisions her-
self performing in Branson or recording music 

“I  hope to inspire 
others to go after 

impossible dreams.”
in the vibrant Nashville scene.
In the heart of Eldon, Christina Beard’s Music 
Studio isn’t just a place for music lessons—it’s 
a haven where passion, advocacy, and dreams 
converge. Through her dedication to music, her 
advocacy for  autism  acceptance,  and  her 
unwavering commitment to her community, 
Christina Beard is a living embodiment of the 
power of music to inspire, heal, and connect. 
As her journey continues, her story serves as a 
testament to the boundless possibilities  that  
emerge   when   passion  and purpose intertwine.
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Physical Education. His passion for teaching led 
him to Eldon, where he completed his student 
teaching and later returned to teach physical
education and coach multiple sports. His career 
path saw him transition from California, MO to
Eldon, with each step reinforcing his commitment 
to the students and the community he served.

For nearly four decades, Coach Klein devoted 
his heart and soul to the Eldon School District. 
His coaching prowess extended across various 
sports, seamlessly transitioning from one season 
to the next without pause. Early mornings, late 
nights, and intense game days became his norm, 
all made possible through the unwavering sup-
port of his beloved wife, Lora. Their enduring partnership 
became an integral part of his journey, a testament 
to the resilience required to nurture both a family 
and a community.

Coach Klein’s achievements over the years are 
a testament to his dedication and expertise. He 
achieved presidency in the Missouri Basketball 
Association and received accolades such as the 
Tri-County Basketball Coach of the Year in 1994 
and 1999, as well as District 9 Basketball Coach of 

Celebrating the Legacy of Coach Cloyce Klein: 
A Lifetime of Dedication to Education and Athletics
The life of Cloyce Klein is synonymous with education, 
athletics, and community service. With roots 
deeply entrenched in the Eldon School system, 
Coach Klein’s story is one of unwavering dedication, 
countless victories, and a profound impact on 
generations of students. This article pays tribute 
to a man whose name echoes through the halls 
of Eldon schools and whose influence extends far 
beyond the courts and fields he coached on.

Cloyce Klein was united in marriage to Lora in 
September of 1974, marking the commencement 
of a shared adventure with his patient bride that 
would shape the lives of countless individuals. 
Both had called Versailles home, but they quickly 
established  a  firm  foundation  in  the  Eldon
community. A love for teaching and learning was 
clearly  a  familial   trait,  as  their  two  children,
Missy and Matt, followed in their parents’ footsteps, 
dedicating their careers to education.

Coach Klein’s journey in education culminated at 
Central Missouri State University-Warrensburg, 
where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 



fostered.
The words of player Shane Matzen describe 
“Coach” perfectly, “I owe so much to Coach Klein. 
For winning the unforgettable game in the old 
gym on a Saturday morning against Jefferson 
City, and for the five years Coach used to pique 
my interest in coaching by having us high school 
players coach the 6th grade intramurals. I recall 
the time he called me at school on the day af-
ter my team lost in districts just to see how 
I was doing, he was still “my coach”. This action 
touched me greatly. He gave me a start in the 

1981-82’ 8th grade boys basketball team. Coach Klein’s first year coaching at EMS.
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the Year in 1999. His influence stretched beyond 
sports, as he became an active member of the Eldon 
community, serving in various capacities within 
city government and public services. In 2016 he 
was honored with the prestigious title of Eldon 
Citizen of the Year for his unwavering dedication 
to the community.

Perhaps one of the most endearing titles Coach 
Klein earned was simply “coach.” His impact 
reached far beyond the courts and fields, shaping 
the lives of countless young athletes. He proudly 
served as the head boys’ basketball and track and 
field coach and later as the Athletics Director for 
Eldon Middle School. Under his guidance, Eldon’s 
Aquatic Center earned recognition as one of the 
premier pools in Missouri. The pinnacle of recogni-
tion came recently with the naming of the middle 
school basketball court in his honor - a fitting 
tribute to a man who poured his heart into every 
game and practice as coach and athletic director.

Coach  Klein’s  favorite   memories  reflect  the pro-
found connections he forged with his players. He 
fondly recalls the players who embraced a winning 
attitude, the exhilaration of football district 
championships, and the joy of witnessing players 
grow through the fundamentals he instilled. His 
impact was not only felt during games but in the 
jokes   he   shared,   the   nicknames   he   playfully 
bestowed,   and   the   genuine   camaraderie   he  

Cloyce and Lora. 
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coaching profession and my boys 
benefitted from my efforts due to the 
inspiration I took from him. A visit to 
Eldon is not complete without a visit 
with Coach Klein”

As he reflects on his storied career, 
Coach Klein’s heart is filled with 
gratitude for the countless lives he 
touched and the enduring relationships 
he cultivated. Today, his pursuits are 
centered around spending qual-
ity time with his wife, children, and 
cherished grandchildren, creating 
new memories that continue to 
enrich his life.

In the annals of Eldon’s history, 
Coach Cloyce Klein’s legacy stands as 
a beacon of dedication, mentorship, and 
community spirit. His story is a testa-
ment   to   the   power   of   education, 
athletics, and the enduring impact 
one individual can have on a town 
and its people.

Coach Klein with Mike and Jim McDevitt after Mike placed 4th in the 
triple jump at the 1997 State Track meet in Jefferson City, MO. 

Coach Klein in the huddle with the team at a home game during the 
1995 - 1996 basketball season. Allen Schwantes, Dale Dinwiddie, 

and Jason Vore are seated on the bench. 

Front row: Justin Klein, Lydia Klein, Makenna Klein, Cloyce Klein, Lora Klein  Back row: Wanda Klein, Adrienne 
Klein, Matt Klein, Melissa Marriott, Ryan Marriott, Joscelynn Marriott, Ernestine Hardin, Genevieve Marriott.
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Celebrating 75 years 
of  Community
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In the heart of Eldon, Missouri, where the threads of history and 
community intertwine, resides a couple whose journey has not 
only shaped their lives but also left an indelible mark on their 
hometown. Dianne and Norris Henley, beloved alumni of Eldon 
High School, embody the spirit of dedication to  family and community.

Their  story  began  within  the hallowed halls of Eldon High 
School,  where  Norris  Henley,  a  member  of  the  Class  of  1964, 
embarked on a path that would forever tie him to his alma mater. 
His dedication to sports, marked by his participation in the foot-
ball, basketball, and track teams, left an imprint of school spirit on 
his heart. Likewise, Dianne Henley, who graduated in 1965, was 

a dedicated cheerleader and 
demonstrated her musical tal-
ent. Back then, cheerleading 
was the only avenue for girls 
to partake in organized ath-
letic activities.
Their  journey  of  love  and
partnership began after both 
pursued higher education in 
Warrensburg. Following college 
and a two-year stint in the 
army, they exchanged vows in 
1 9 6 9 .    Fr o m    t h a t   p o i n t 
forward, Eldon became the 
canvas upon which they 
painted their lives. They put 
down  roots,   with  a  brief
sojourn  to  North   Carolina
during Norris’s military service, 
and  have  since  remained 
integral to the community’s 
fabric.
The Henleys’ commitment to 
Eldon echoes through their 
roles  as  business  owners,
parents, and community figures. 
The proud parents of three 
children—Lynne, Matthew, 
and Michael—their legacy 
extends through the generations. 
Lynne, an Eldon High School 
graduate of 1990, taught 3rd 
grade in the Eldon school 
district for seven years and is 
now pursuing course work to 
earn the title of Graduate  
Gemologist, a testament to
the family’s enduring connection 
with jewels. She is married to 
Robert Millard, a 1988 Eldon 
graduate  who  works  as  an 
Account Executive for Dell. 
Their   three  girls  attended
Eldon Schools until the family 
moved   to   Jefferson City. 
Matthew, a member of the 
Class of 1994, has ventured 
into the world of software 

Norris and Dianne Henley with daughter, Lynne Millard.

The Norris Henley Family



Lynne identifying  jewels for her gemologist degree.

Dianne and Lynne always ready with a smile.
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distinguished alumni as well.
Notably, the Henleys’ life investments aren’t 
confined to the family tree—it extends to 
their business, Henley Jewelers, Inc. A mainstay 
in Eldon for 75 years, their enterprise is a 
symbol of craftsmanship and community 
support. The sentiment, “You cannot retire!,” 
is  the  cry  of  their  customers  as  they 
continue  to  brighten  lives  with  their 
beautiful creations.
Norris’s recollection of being part of the first 
undefeated Eldon High School football team 
evokes memories of triumph and unity. The 
games, the bus rides, and the cheering—the 
shared experiences created bonds that have 
stood the test of time. Dianne’s memory of 

being part of the first freshman class in the 
‘new’ high school building is a testament to 
the pride they have in the school’s growth 
over the years.

Beyond their professional and  family life 
achievements, the Henleys are avid golfers 
and passionate about fishing for crappie. 
They find solace in their family farm, a retreat 
where nature and togetherness intertwine. 
Dianne’s dedication to teaching yoga and 
water fitness highlights her commitment to

development and consulting in Kansas City, 
and is now part owner of 23Global, a computer 
software development company. His wife 
Lindsay is a teacher at the Highlawn Montessori 
School.  The  couple  have  two  daughters. 
Michael, who graduated in 2001, serves as 
the production manager for Adient Eldon. 
He is married to Kyle Grimes/Henley, a 2003 
Eldon graduate who is employed by a real 
estate agency. Their two children attend 
Eldon  Schools  and  will   someday be 

Norris working on a watch.



Caitlyn Vernon, DDS

102 E 9th St, Eldon • 573-392-3886
““HHeellppiinngg yyoouu ssmmiillee yyoouurr bbeesstt ssmmiillee””

Henley  cont.

Photo taken in 1946 of Mr. Strother and Norman Henley 
in California, Missouri,  where Norman learned the trade. 

Back row: Lindsay Henley, Ella Henley  Jeremiah Heckman Matt Henley, Robert Millard, Kyle Grimes-Henley, 
Michael Henley, Pat and Bob Millard. Front row: Dianne Henley, Ava, Grace, Mia and Lynne Millard, Graham Henley 
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 wellness and community engagement.

As they reflect on their journey, Dianne and 
Norris express gratitude for the opportunity 
to meet new people daily and uncover the 
stories that draw newcomers to Eldon. 
Their aspirations for the future are simple 
and yet profound: to witness the success and 
happiness of their children and grandchildren, 
and to see the legacy of Henley Jewelers 
carried forward by the third generation.
In a world that constantly evolves, Dianne 
and Norris Henley remain constants, pillars 
of a community they have helped shape 
and a legacy they have built with unwavering 
devotion. Their story is a testament to the 
power of commitment, family, and the 
enduring bonds of alma mater and home-
town alike.
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and sure made a lot of
lifelong friends” he says. Sports 
taught Jeff “perseverance, 
hard work, teamwork and
gratitude,” and he was heavily 
influenced by his many coach-
es who taught him the impor-
tance of those traits.
Aside from sports, his former 
teacher Mr.Matzen left a last-
ing effect on him. “He signifi-
cantly enhanced my love of 
learning and appreciation for 
math. The knowledge he 
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Grow Your Own
2015 Alumna Adrianne Barry

C o n t i n u i n g  t h e  T r a d i t i o n

Adrianne teaching math to her second grade class at South Elementary.

Adrianne Barry, a passionate second-grade teacher 
at Eldon South Elementary, has deep roots in the 
Eldon community. Having spent her entire K-12 
education as a Mustang, Adrianne’s journey from 
student to educator is a testament to her unwaver-
ing commitment to her alma mater.

After graduating from Eldon High School in May 
2015,  Adrianne  pursued  her love  for  music  and 
elementary education at the University of Central 
Missouri.  Over  the  course  of  three  years,  she 
immersed herself in her studies, laying the foundation 
for her future career. In May 2020, Adrianne proudly 
earned  her  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Elementary 
Education degree from Central Methodist University.
Eager to make a difference in the lives of young 
learners, Adrianne joined Eldon South Elementary 
in August 2020. Her dedication to professional 
growth led her to embark on a Master’s program in 

Reading Instruction during the same school year,
which she commenced in January 2021. Recognizing 
her exceptional skills and passion for teaching, 
Adrianne transitioned from a reading para to a 
2nd-grade teacher in August of that year.

Adrianne’s commitment to her students and her 
craft is evident in her pursuit of further education. 
In April 2022, she proudly graduated from William 
Woods University with a Master of Education in 
Reading  Instruction.  Her  relentless  pursuit  of 
excellence  did  not  go  unnoticed,  as  she  was 
honored  with   the  prestigious  2023  New 
Professional of the Year award for the Eldon School 
District at the end of her second year of teaching.

Reflecting on her time as a student at Eldon High 
School, Adrianne fondly recalls her involvement in 
various extracurricular activities. She was an active 
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One of Adrianne’s senior photo’s taken at Victor Field.

member of FFA, marching and concert 
band,  jazz  band,  yearbook,  and  the 
National Honor Society. Homecoming 
and Courtwarming days held a special 
place in her heart then, and as a teacher, 
they continue to be her favorite days of 
the   year.   The  energy   and   camaraderie 
displayed during these events embody 
the spirit of being a Mustang, creating 
lasting memories for all involved.

What    truly   makes   Adrianne’s   journey
remarkable is her return to the same 
building and district where she was once 
a student. Working alongside her former 
K-12 teachers is a humbling experience 
for her, as she recognizes the honor of 
“continuing the tradition” of being a Mustang. 
Adrianne’s deep connection to the com-
munity and her role as an advocate for 
growth allow her to shape the lives of 
new generations of Mustangs, ensuring 
that the legacy of excellence endures.

Beyond her teaching career, Adrianne 
finds solace and inspiration in her faith 
and family. These pillars have played a 
significant role in shaping her character 
and values. In her free time, she indulges 
in   crafting,   reading,   and   cherishing
moments with her loved ones, including 
her family, friends, and pets.

Looking  ahead,  Adrianne’s  goal  is  to 
continue  her  journey  as  an  educator, 
nurturing   and    supporting   the   next
generations of Mustangs both within 
the classroom and the community. Her 
unwavering dedication and passion for 
teaching serve as a guiding light for her 
students, empowering them to reach 
their full potential. As she continues to 
make a positive impact on the lives of her 
students, Adrianne embodies the true 
spirit of being a Mustang, inspiring others 
to embrace their own journey of learning 
and discovery.

“Once a Mustang,
Always a Mustang!”
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