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Left to right: Stacey, Brody, Ken, Joyce, Todd, Sarah and Jude Rader
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A PILLAR OF THE ELDON COMMUNITY

Ken Rader, a proud Eldon High School graduate from
the class of 1964, has spent a lifetime dedicated to his
family, his work, and his community. His journey
began in Eldon, where he worked at Gerbes during
high school and continued after graduation. Ken's early
work ethic set the stage for a successful career and a
life full of meaningful connections and contributions.

Kens professional journey took a significant turn
when he joined the Missouri Department of Trans-
portation (MoDOT) as a Senior Account Technician.
Over his 32-year career, he was instrumental in setting
up road projects’ financing so the department
could track expenditures of a project. His dedi-

cation and expertise ensured that many vital infrastruc-
ture projects were successfully completed, benefiting
countless Missourians. Ken retired from MoDOT on
September 1, 1998, leaving behind a legacy of diligence
and commitment.

In September 1965, Ken married Joyce, who had grad-
uated from Osage in 1964. Joyce’s own career path was
equally impressive. After briefly attending Southwest
Baptist College in Bolivar, she seized an opportunity
to work for Union Electric (now Ameren Missouri) in
November 1964. Joyce’s commitment to her work
mirrored Ken’s, as she devoted over 37 years to Ameren
before retiring on February 1, 2002.



Ken and Joyce have two children who both graduated from
Eldon High School. Stacey graduated in 1991 and is cur-
rently employed as a Product Manager with London Stock
Exchange Group. Todd graduated in 1995 and is Senior
Vice President at Central Bank of Lake of the Ozarks. He
married his high school sweetheart Sarah Scrivner in 2001.
Sarah is the Manager of Business Services for the Eldon
School District.

Ken fondly recalls his time at Eldon High School, cherishing
memories of teachers like John Dowler, Coach Hodge,
Roger McCreery at the Middle School, and John Murphy.
He attributes his positive experiences and lifelong love for
Eldon to the good people and friendly business community
he encountered daily. This sense of community has kept
Ken rooted in Eldon throughout his life.

One of Ken’s greatest passions is building houses, a hobby

he has pursued with enthusiasm. Since starting remodel-
ing houses in 2003, Ken has constructed many homes in El-
don, with his family contributing in various capacities. This

Ken and his wife Joyce i;afront of their home in Eldon

Ken with one of the construction crew at a house
currently under construction in Eldon

family collaboration underscores Ken’s belief in hard
work and the importance of family.

Ken also enjoys traveling and spends quality time
with his family, especially his two grandsons, Jude
and Brody. He takes great joy in following his grand-
sons’ sports activities, supporting them every step of
the way. Additionally, Ken cherishes his daily 5:00
AM coffee meetings with a group of friends at Mc-
Donaldss.

Ken Rader’s journey from an Eldon High School
graduate to a respected community builder and
family man exemplifies the values of hard work,
dedication, and community spirit. His story serves
as an inspiration to current EHS students and
fellow alumni alike. Ken’s contributions to Eldon,
both through his career and his passion for building,
have helped shape our town into the wonderful com-
munity it is today. We are proud to call Ken Rader
an alumnus of Eldon High School and a true pillar
of our community.
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*We specialize in heating and
air conditioning repair
*Heat pump, furnace and
air conditioning installations
*High-efficiency furnace and
air conditioning change-outs
*Emergency HVAC system
services for your home,
rental property or
commercial location.

%

FUJITSU Aprilaire

Breakfast Served Weekends

7am-10:30am

Dine In or HOME OF THE
108 S. Maple St Carrv Out 111
Bl osoosoo0 O, . GUNT |
Historic Downtown Eldon E !

_ Gluten
Whittleseldon.com Friendly

Open 7 days a week for Menu
Lunch & Dinner Available




MUSTANG EXCELLENCE -2024

ELDON SCHOOL DISTRICT-RANKED AS THE 24TH BESTINTHE STATE

1ST PLACE AT STATE: SKILLSUSA HEALTH KNOWLEDGE BOWL

STATE CHAMPION BEEF CATTLE ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROFICIENCY

ELDON FFA RANKED 10TH BEST CHAPTER IN THE STATE

ELDON FBLA EARNED GOLD LEVEL CHAPTER OF THE YEAR

ONE STUDENT RECEIVED THE "I BELIEVE" SCHOLARSHIP FROM MISSOURI FBLA

TWO ELDON FFA STUDENTS SELECTED TO ATTEND THE HYMAX ACADEMY

MR. JACOB BLANK SELECTED AS THE CASE INNOVATION AWARD WINNER

1STPLACE AGRISCIENCE STATE FINALIST IN POWER, STRUCTURAL & TECHNICAL SYSTEMS

FCCLA STUDENT DEVELOPED SERVICE PROJECT "BIRTHDAY BOXES" FOR UNDERPRIVELEGED STUDENTS

13 STATE FFA DEGREE RECIPIENTS

J SAEGRANT WINNERS IN ELDON FFA

ELDON FBLA EARNED "SHAPING SUCCESS" AWARD

TWOELDON FBLA STUDENTS COMPETED AT THE NATIONAL FBLA CONTEST IN COMPUTER GAME & SIMULATION PROGRAMMING
TWO STUDENTS SELECTED TO ATTEND MU ANIMAL SCIENCE LEADERSHIP ACADEMY & EARNED $500IN SCHOLARSHIPS
$1.3MILLION IN SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED AND OVER 900 COLLEGE CREDITS EARNED

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY -5 STATECHAMPIONS

MARENATELLMAN - STATE CHAMPION AND NATIONAL ARCHERY QUALIFIER

SCHOLAR BOWL - STATE QUARTERFINALIST

TTH & 8TH GRADE CONCERT BANDS - EXEMPLARY RATING AT ST. JAMES MUSIC FESTIVAL

MIDDLE SCHOOL GIRLS TRACK-CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS, STATE CHAMPIONS

SARAHTILLINGHAST-MSTA CENTRAL REGION ELEMENTARY EDUCATOR OF THEYEAR, QUALIFIED FOR STATE TEACHER OF THE YEAR
JACOB KOELLING-MSTA CENTRAL REGION'S NEWPROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR

ELDON HIGH SCHOOL CONCERT BAND - EXEMPLARY RATING

ELDON HIGH SCHOOL CHAMBER CHOIR - EXEMPLARY RATING

ELDONTHEATRE-TWO OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCES

TWO STUDENTS ENTERING THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

ELDONLEAP FTC ROBOTICS STATE QUALIFIER

Z0E MARTONFI AWARDED FOUR-YEAR SCHOLARSHIPTO YALE

SOUTH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - AWARDED THE STRETCH AWARD FOR IREADY FOR THE MOST GROWTH IN THE STATE

WELDING PROGRAM STARTED AT ELDON CAREER CENTER

ONE STUDENT PLAYED INTHE NATIONAL FFA BAND AT THE NATIONAL FFACONVENTION IN INDIANAPOLIS

INDOOR TRAINING FACILITY OPENED

FOOTBALL-7 ALL-CONFERENCE PLAYERS, 7ALL-DISTRICTPLAYERS,1ALL-STATE

GIRLS GOLF - ONE GOLFER EARNED 5TH PLACE AT THE STATE TOURNAMENT

VOLLEYBALL -THREE ALL-CONFERENCE PLAYERS, TWO ALL-DISTRICTPLAYERS, ONE PLAYER EARNED ALL-STATEHONORS
CROSS COUNTRY - TWO STATE MEDALISTS,BOYS' SCHOOL RECORD BROKEN

SOFTBALL-ONE ALL-CONFERENCEPLAYER, TWO ALL-DISTRICTPLAYERS

BOYSBASKETBALL-ONE ALL-CONFERENCE PLAYER,ONE ALL-DISTRICT PLAYER

GIRLS BASKETBALL - CONFERENCE PLAYER OF THE YEAR,DISTRICT PLAYER OF THE YEAR, ALL-STATE PLAYER

WRESTLING - THREE CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS, ONE DISTRICT CHAMPION, TWO STATE MEDALISTS

BASEBALL - THREE ALL-CONFERENCE PLAYERS,CONFERENCE PLAYER OF THE YEAR, SIXALL-DISTRICT PLAYERS,ONE ALL-STATE PLAYER
BOYSGOLF - CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS, DISTRICT CHAMPIONS, STATE-TEAM 2ND PLACE, TWO STATE MEDALISTS
BOYSTRACK-CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS, DISTRICT CHAMPIONS, STATE - TEAM2ND PLACE, 7 INDIVIDUAL STATE MEDALISTS, 1 STATECHAMPION
GIRLSTRACK - CONFERENCECHAMPIONS,DISTRICT CHAMPIONS, STATE-TEAM 2NDPLACE, TWO STATEMEDALISTS, 1 STATECHAMPION X2
AMERICORPS ELDON WAS NOMINATED AS MISSOURI'S CANDIDATE FOR THE NATIONAL OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARD
NEWSPAPER IN EDUCATION-2ND AND 3RD IN THE NATION
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A LIFETIME OF SERVICE

Debbie Leffert’s remarkable jour-
ney from a dedicated student at
Eldon High School to a beloved
member of the Eldon community
is a testament to her unwavering
commitment to family, faith, and
service.

Debbie graduated from Eldon
High School in 1974, and in
1973, she married her high school
sweetheart, John Leffert. Their
life together has been a beautiful
blend of love, family, and commu-
nity service. John and Debbie have
raised three wonderful daughters—
Sarah (class of 1995), Rebecca
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Rachel, Debbie and John Leffert
(class of 1999), and Rachel (class
of 2016)—all of whom graduated
from Eldon High School, continuing
the family legacy of community

involvement and excellence.

Debbie’s professional career has
been marked by dedication and
a strong work ethic. She worked
for the Family Support Division

of the Missouri Department of

Social Services for 28 years, retir-
ing in 2014. However, her passion
for helping others led her back to
work just ten months later, and she
continues to contribute 20 hours a
week. Debbie cherishes her time

at Family Support, describing her
colleagues as family, with shared
pranks, laughter, love, and tears
making work an enjoyable experience.

John, her supportive husband,
started working at Paul’s Grocery
store in Eldon in 1973 in the meat
department. He continued working
there after Wood’s bought it until
his retirement in 2021, mirroring
Debbie’s long-term commitment
to the community through his ded-
icated service.

Debbies volunteer work is another
pillar of her life. She has been an ac-
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Left to right: Lucas, Samuel, Jeffrey and
Rebecca Schulte

Left to right: Isabelle, Sarah, Logan Benedict,
Madelme Benedict, Mark Amsinger
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Debbie performmg in the sprmg Drama showcase in
1973

tive volunteer at Our Father’s Table, where she serves
with a group from her church, offering meals and
support to those in need. Her love for sewing has led
her to create beautiful dresses for Operation Christ-
mas Child boxes, and she finds joy in making quilts,
sharing her talents to bring comfort and happiness
to others.

For over 50 years, Debbie has played the piano for
the First Baptist Church of Eldon. Her musical
talents have been a cornerstone of the church’s
worship services, children’s choir, and various church
activities. She has also served in the nursery, as
a Sunday school teacher, and has been a devoted
accompanist for Eldon High School band students
for over 30 years. Her commitment to supporting
students in their musical endeavors involves weekly
practices from February through May, culminat-
ing in conference, district, and state competitions.
Debbie’s passion for music and her dedication to
helping young musicians is encapsulated in her
words: “Until I can’t play the music and help the kids,
I'll keep playing”

Debbie and John are blessed with five grand-
children, who bring immense joy and pride into
their lives. Family is at the heart of everything
Debbie does, and her strong faith has been a
guiding force throughout her life. Her involve-
ment in church activities and her dedication
to playing the piano for worship services reflect
her deep-rooted faith and commitment to serv-
ing others.

Debbie Leffert’s life is a shining example of service,
love and dedication. From her early days at Eldon
High School to her extensive professional career, vol-
unteer work, and musical contributions, Debbie has
touched countless lives in the Eldon community. Her
story is a testament to the impact that one person can
have through unwavering commitment and a heart
tull of love.

As we celebrate Debbie’s incredible journey, we
are reminded of the values that make Eldon a
special place: family, community, and service. Debbie
Leffert embodies these values, and we are proud to
honor her as a cherished member of the Eldon High
School alumni community.



FR EHS TO ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

AND COMMUNITY BENEFACTOR

Jonathan Grantham, son of Judge Jim and Nancy Grantham, is
a name well-known in the Eldon community. Growing up in El-
don and attending school from K-12, Jonathan’s journey from a
small-town athlete to a distinguished orthopedic surgeon is an
inspiring tale of dedication, hard work, and a passion for giving
back.

Jonathan’s formative years were marked by a
deep involvement in sports, participating in
football, basketball, and track at Eldon High
School (EHS). His brothers Scott and Stephen
also graduated from EHS, making the
Granthams a prominent family within the
school community. “I loved sports and the
camaraderie that came with it,” Jonathan
recalls. “The experiences of laughing, dream-
ing, competing, encouraging, and occasionally
getting into trouble with friends are memories
I cherish deeply”

After graduating from EHS in 1986, Jonathan
pursued a six-year medical program at the
University of Missouri Kansas City, where he
obtained his MD degree. His medical journey
took a pivotal turn during his surgical intern-
ship at the Naval Medical Center San Diego,
where he met his wife, Angela. The couple
married in 1994 and embarked on a
remarkable journey together.

Following a two-year stint with the Marines at
Camp Pendleton, Jonathan returned to Kansas
City to complete an orthopedic residency,
graduating in 1999. He then served as an
orthopedic surgeon at the Naval Medical
Center Bremerton in Washington for two
years before settling in Joplin, Missouri. In Jo-
plin, Jonathan continued his practice, and in
2010 he and his partners founded Ortho Four
States—a comprehensive medical complex fea-
turing a hospital, surgery center, and two office
buildings. This endeavor marked a significant
milestone in Jonathan’s career, culminating



in the recent sale of Ortho Four States to Mercy
Hospital System out of St. Louis.

Jonathan and Angela are proud parents to two
children: Kellen, 26, and Quinn, 21. Reflecting on his
journey, Jonathan emphasizes the pivotal role that the
Eldon school system played in his life. “Eldon gave
me the tools I needed to compete in my chosen field.
Throughout my career, I've never felt outgunned
academically;” he states.

A recent visit to Eldon High School left Jonathan
deeply impressed with the progress and excellence
that the institution continues to uphold. “Touring
EHS and meeting with the faculty and administrators
reinforced my belief in the school’s enduring legacy;,”
he shares. “It was clear that the school had not only
maintained its standards but had demonstrably
gotten better. Year after year in the Maroon and Gold,

Jonathan Grantham, Shane Matzen, Paul Otto and
John Potter after winning the Eldon Tournament

A ¥ z S
Jonathon with his wife and two sons before Quinn's
high school graduation

we saw impressive numbers of National Merit
Scholars, high ACT scorers, and students excelling in
the arts, sciences, and athletics. We felt like we were
investing in a winner. Motivated by gratitude and a
desire to give back, Jonathan and his family decided it
was time to support an institution that had given him
so much. His contributions and ongoing involvement
with EHS exemplify the spirit of giving and the
enduring bond between alumni and their alma mater.

Jonathan Grantham’s journey from Eldon to a success-
ful medical career and back again to support his roots
is a testament to the strength of community, the power
of education, and the impact of giving back. His story
serves as an inspiration to current and future EHS
students, proving that with the right foundation,
dedication, and a generous heart, anything is possible.
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A LEGACY OF LOVE AND EXCELLENCE
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Left to right: Chris, Kendra, and Truitt Allee, Kris and Jeff Harwood,
Kara, Kinsley and Bryant Dinwiddie

On Friday, April 26, the Eldon
Chamber of Commerce recog-
nized Kris Harwood as the Distin-
guished Citizen of the Year during
the annual chamber dinner. This
honor reflects her extraordinary
contributions to the Eldon School
District and her impact on the
community. As Harwood retired
from her role as principal of Eldon
High School at the end of the
school year, she leaves behind a
legacy of remarkable achievements
and heartfelt dedication.

Kris Harwood is the daughter of

Doug and Lois McConnell. She
has two sisters, Angela Rush and
Kim Mueller, and one brother,
Doug McConnell, Jr. Harwood’s
father worked as a flight engineer
for TWA, leading the family to
move several times. Born in Kansas
City, she spent a few years in Ore-
gon before returning to Missouri,
finally settling in Eldon at the age
of ten.

Reflecting on her path to educa-
tion, Harwood shared, “I received
an excellent education, graduating
Salutatorian from Eldon High

School, Class of 1988. I knew I
wanted to work with kids and have
a schedule that would benefit my
family” Influenced by her mother
and her grandmother, Wilma
Kilgore, both dedicated Sunday
school teachers, Harwood found
her calling in teaching. She pursued
her education at Mid-America
Nazarene University and later
at Lincoln University, where she
completed her bachelor’s degree
in education with a major in
mathematics in three years.

Kris Harwood’s career in education



Kris with co-workers, Steve Henderson (Athletic
Director) and Amy Pratt (Assistant Principal) after
her Retirement dinner in May

v w m 0B
Kris with her gmndaughter Kinsley at an EHS
football game

began at Helias High School, where she taught for
three years before joining Eldon High School in the
fall of 1994. Over the next 16 years, she taught various
levels of mathematics, touching countless lives with
her passion for teaching and her belief that every
student could grasp mathematical concepts with
the right instruction.

In 2007, Harwood transitioned to the role of
Instructional Specialist, working with Debbie
Lacy-Anderson on curriculum and teacher training.
Two years later, she became the assistant principal
at Eldon High School, working alongside Principal
Ryan Neal. Harwood played a pivotal role in the
school’s partnership with High Schools That Work,
embracing the mission to graduate every student
prepared for post-secondary education or a career.

In 2012, Harwood was named Assistant Principal of
the Year for the State of Missouri and subsequently
became the principal of Eldon High School. Under
her leadership, the school rose from ranking in the
400 s to 24th in the state, achieving numerous
academic milestones and fostering a supportive,
positive environment for students and staft alike.

Harwood credits her faith and the support of her
team for her achievements. “God put me in this
position to stand for every student, teacher, and
parent. On my own, I would never have lasted.
With God, all things are possible, and the blessings
are never-ending”

Kris's deep connection to Eldon extends beyond
the school walls. She cherishes the supportive and
friendly community, which she describes as essential
to her and her family. Her favorite memories as
principal range from academic achievements to
personal moments of impact with students and
their families.

Kiris is also a devoted to her own family. Her daughter
Kara Dinwiddie, a State Trooper with the Missouri
State Highway Patrol, and her other daughter
Kendra Allee, a sixth-grade social studies teacher,

reflect the values of service and education that Kris
holds dear.

As she steps into retirement, Harwood plans to



indulge in her love for camping,
hiking, kayaking, and biking
across the United States. She
looks forward to spending more
time with her grandchildren,
Kinsley and Truitt, and catching
up on family moments she
missed due to her professional
commitments.

As Harwood reflects on her leg-
acy, she emphasizes the impor-
tance of her team. “Mr. Davis
always asks us what our legacy
is. It finally dawned on me that
my legacy is my teachers and
administration team. I thank
God for every opportunity to
demonstrate His love and ask
for forgiveness for the times I
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failed. My ongoing prayer will
be for the people and legacy I leave
behind. I have every confidence
in them because our students
are worth our very best effort
every single day. Go Mustangs!”

Kris Harwood’s journey is a
testament to the impact of
dedication, love, and community
spirit. As Harwood expressed,
“It simply comes down to LOVE
YOUR PEOPLE” Her career
exemplifies this motto, and her
impact on Eldon High School
and the broader community will
be felt for generations to come.

Kris’senior photo from 1988
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Serving the Entire Lake Area
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www.decoinsurance.com

(573) 392-9900
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1203 S. Business 54, Eldon, MO, 65026




LETTER FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

| am so glad you are reading the eleventh edition of the Maroon & Gold!

Our goal is to keep our patrons connected with what is happening in the
school and with Eldon Alumni. | know we all have some great memories
of our school. It could be your favorite teacher, your best friend that you
haven't seen for years, your coach, your bus driver, or the cook that made
you smile. We want to do our best to remember those days but also focus
on the great things that are currently happening. In order to accomplish
this, we need you to send us ideas about who to interview for our stories.
| believe the Maroon & Gold is going to be the venue that allows Eldon
Alumni to stay connected. Send your information to
wendy.winters@eldonmustangs.org or mail it to her at 101 South Pine St.
Eldon, MO, or call Wendy at 573-392-8010 ext. 1009

Another idea | want you to consider is coming back home. We continually strive to make our school and
community one of the best places in the state. | believe you and your family will make an economic
impact on our community. You will help us build an even better community that has a great infrastruc-
ture, great schools and great people. | feel blessed to live in Eldon; | know you will, too.

We are including information about some job opportunities in the area. Please take a look at them and
see if any of them fit your needs.

| hope you enjoy the Maroon & Gold!
Matt Davis
EHS'95

JOIN THE ELDON ALUMNI ASSOCIATION FOR ONLY $10 PERYEAR

Money will be used to keep you connected through the Maroon & Gold

Please send the following information:
Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Mail to Eldon High School, attention
Wendy Winters, 101 S. Pine St., Eldon, MO 65026.
wendy.winters@eldonmustangs.org or 573-392-8010 ext. 1009.
You may also find us on Facebook at Eldon Mustangs or Eldon High School Alumni.
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Brian Kidwell, Tiffani Kidwell, Trenton Kidwell and fiance Libby Cochran

Brian and Christy Kidwell’s story is
a testament to their enduring com-
mitment to family, community, and
service. Hailing from the outskirts
of Eldon, Missouri, their journey
is deeply rooted in the values and
spirit of their hometown.

Brian Kidwell: From Farm Life to
Chief of Police

Born in 1975 to Garland Dennis
and Cynthia Kidwell, Brian was
raised on a family farm in Barnett,
Missouri, alongside his grandfather
and uncles. The farm, which raised

turkeys, cattle, and swine, instilled
in him a strong work ethic. “We
didn’t do a lot outside of working
on the farm and attending church,”

Brian recalls. Except for a brief

period in Utah due to his father’s
job with Gibson Discount Center,
Brian has spent most of his life in
Eldon. At the age of nine, his family
returned to Missouri, and he later
became an older brother to Caitlin
when he was 14.

In 1998, Brian married Christy.
They have three children: Trenton,
Taylor, and Tiffani who all gradu-

ated from EHS. In 2023, they expe-
rienced the joy of becoming grand-
parents for the first time. Brian
began his career in law enforcement
in September 1999, balancing full-
time work with academy training.
By 2001, he became a peace officer.
His tenure with the Miller County
Sheriff’s Department saw him take
on arious roles, from road deputy
to detective. In 2008, he joined the
City of Eldon Police Department as
a detective, later rising to the rank
of police captain. In 2018, Brian
was elected Chief of Police, a role



Brian receiving his certificate from the FBI command
course in 2024

Brian and his son Trenton at a summer baseball game
before Trenton started high school

that allows him to lead by example and make a
significant impact on his community. “This posi-
tion allows me to make a difference and help people
while continuing o work cases as needed,” he shares.
Despite the challenges, he finds his work immense-
ly fulfilling.

Brian fondly remembers his time at Eldon High
School, where he built lasting r elationships with
peers and coaches. “Coaches Marriott, Kline,
Herriman, and Campbell were always willing to
talk and assist us whenever they could,” he
notes. Although he wasn't a standout athlete, the
bonds he formed have endured, and he still refers
to his former coaches as “Coach”

What Brian loves most about working in Eldon is
the people. “As a law enforcement officer, you deal

with 10 percent of the population 90 percent of the
time,” he explains. “Despite the negative sentiments
towards law enforcement in many places, every
single day someone from town sees me and the
officers and simply thanks us for the jobs we do.
The hate has not reached Eldon, and I am thankful
for the values of this community and my small
place in it”

Outside of work, Brian cherishes time with his
family. They enjoy swimming, laughing, and
playing games on game nights. Golf has become
a favorite hobby for Brian, something he never
imagined he would enjoy. He also loves deer
hunting, an activity he recently began sharing with
Christy. Looking to the future, Brian envisions a
peaceful retirement on a piece of land where he can
run a few head of cattle, fish in a pond, and hunt.

Christy Kidwell: Supporting Students and the
Community

Christy’s journey is equally inspiring. Nearly a
decade ago, she applied for the position of Middle
School Secretary to be more involved in her
children’s lives. “Walking into the position, I did
not expect to be welcomed the way I was,” she re-
calls. The support and dedication she witnessed
during her first year made her feel part of a fam-
ily rather than a workplace. After eight years as a



secretary, Christy took on the role
of Community Health Worker
(CHW), driven by a desire to ex-
tend the same support to others. As
a CHW, Christy is a vital resource
for students and the community.
She works closely with each school
to ensure that students in need

receive the necessary support,
whether it’s dental, vision, or med-
ical assistance. “Sometimes it is a
struggle for guardians to take off
work to make these appointments,’
she explains. She also collabo-
rates with school administrators
and families of chronically absent
students to identify and address
underlying issues, such as trans-
portation or poor sleeping habits.
Additionally, Christy supports the
community through initiatives like
the Mustang Packs, providing

Family.
Friends.
Community.

o StateFarm

Joe VernonlIns Agency Inc
Agent

120N Business 54 Highway, PO Box 349, Eldon, MO 65026-0349

Bus: 573-392-4249

essential resources to those in need.

The Eldon School District and the
surrounding community have a
strong family atmosphere, some-
thing Christy deeply values. “The
Eldon School District as a whole
gives off this strong family feeling,
as well as the community around
it. There is support from some-
one around every corner for the
students, but also employees and
community members,” she notes.

Brian and Christy Kidwell embody
the spirit of dedication and service
that defines Eldon. Their con-
tributions to law enforcement,
education, and community sup-
port reflect their deep-rooted com-
mitment to making a difference. As
they continue to serve and inspire,
their story remains a shining exam-

OLEAN
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ple of the values and spirit that
make Eldon a special place to call
home.

Brian's individual football photo
from Eldon Middle School
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56 HWY FF « ELDON, MO
BARN - 573.392.4138

DUSTY ROBERTS - 417.298.9755
HAYDEN HURST - 573.690.2705

joe@joevernonagency.com

Availability andamount of discountsandsavings vary by state. State FarmMutual e Company,State F Company,State FarmFire andCasu
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ELDON HIGH SCHOOL'S 11TH ANNUAL

ALUTITIREUNION

IWEEKEND
Sentember 27th - 28th 2024

N 5
FRIDAY: g

2:00 PM HOMECOMING PARADE
9:30 PM ALUMNI TAILGATE PARTY - VICTOR FIELD (food provided)
7:00 PM HOMECOMING FOOTBALL GAME

SATURDAY TURKEY FESTIVAL 5K
1:30 AM GONTACT: ELDON PARKS & REG 973-392-2136

10:00AM TURKEY FESTIVAL PARADE
10AM -4PM TURKEY FESTIVAL

ALL DAY ELDON GOLF CLUB WILL BE HOSTING AN ALUMNI GOLF
TOURNAMENT. ALL PROGEEDS WILL GO TO THE ELDON
MUSTANGS BOYS & GIRLS GOLF TEAMS.

1:00 PM TOUR OF EHS BEGINS AT THE OLD GYM

7:00 PM ALUMNI REUNION STREET PARTY AT
THE POCKET PARK ON MAPLE STREET
FOOD AVAILABLE FOR PURGHASE AT WHITTLES
MUSIC 7:00PM - 11:00PM

For more information contact
Wendy Winters - (573) 392-8010 ext. 1009  wendy.winters@eldonmustangs.org
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FROM ELDON HI

Sarah Tattershall Tillinghast, an esteemed alumna of
Eldon High School, has made remarkable strides in
her educational career, earning accolades and inspir-
ing countless students along the way. Graduating from
EHS in 2004, Sarahs journey from a high school student
involved in band and speech and debate to an award
winning educator is a testament to her dedication,
passion, and lifelong commitment to learning.

Sarah pursued her Bachelor of Science in Early Child-
hood and Elementary Education at Evangel University,
graduating in 2008. Her career began with an adventur-
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AWARD-WINNING EDUCATOR

ous start as she spent her first year teaching first grade
overseas at Grace International School in Chiang Mai,
Thailand. This international experience broadened her
perspective and deepened her passion for education.

Upon returning to the United States in the summer of
2009, Sarah continued her teaching journey at Eldon
South Elementary. Over the years, she has taught third
grade, first grade, and kindergarten, touching the lives
of many young students in her hometown. Her dedi-
cation to her profession and her students is evident in
her creative and engaging teaching methods, which she



continually refines through ongoing professional devel-
opment.

In 2016, Sarah married Seth Tillinghast of Jefferson City,
Missouri. The couple welcomed their son Eli in 2019,
bringing joy and fulfillment to their family life. Sarah
seamlessly balances her roles as a dedicated educator and
a loving mother.

In 2018, Sarah earned her Master of Education in Cur-
riculum and Instruction from William Woods University,
further enhancing her expertise and leadership skills in
education. Her hard work and innovative teaching
approaches did not go unnoticed. In 2021, she received
the prestigious Whole Brain Teachers of America Educa-
tor of the Year award, which recognizes her excellence in
utilizing research-based strategies and best practices in
her classroom.

Sarah’s dedication to her profession continued to be ac-
knowledged in 2024 when she was honored with the
Eldon R-1 School District’s Educator of the Year award.
Later in the year, she was also named the Missouri State
Teachers Association Central Region Elementary Educa-
tor of the Year, and then Missouri Regional Teacher of the
Year, a testament to her outstanding contributions to
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Sarah with her husband Seth and son Eli

education at both the local and state levels.

Reflecting on her high school years, Sarah fondly
remembers her involvement in the band, which she
participated in all four years. “Even though I was
not the most proficient musician, band was a great
way to start the first hour of my day at school,” she
recalls. Additionally, her participation in the Speech
and Debate and Drama Club during her junior and
senior years pushed her out of her comfort zone
and challenged her to grow. One of her favorite
memories is winning a first-place trophy at her first
Speech and Debate tournament during her senior
year.

Lately, Sarah has been passionate about learning
all the research-based strategies and best practices
for teaching students to read. Her commitment to
literacy and education is evident in her continuous
pursuit of knowledge and improvement. Outside
of school, Sarah enjoys being a mom, reading, and
trying new recipes, balancing her professional and
personal life with grace and enthusiasm.

Looking ahead, Sarah aspires to become a read-
ing specialist teacher, a role that would allow her
to focus even more on her passion for literacy and
helping students develop strong reading skills. Her
career goals reflect her unwavering dedication to
making a positive impact on her students and the



field of education.

Sarah Tattershall Tillinghast’s journey
from Eldon High School to an accom-
plished educator is an inspiring story of
dedication, passion, and the pursuit of
excellence. Her achievements serve as
a beacon of inspiration for current
and future EHS students, demonstrat-
ing that with hard work, continuous
learning, and a commitment to giving
back, great things are possible.
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Sarah with friends in Mr. Baileys class

v/ Bulk Food v/ Health & Beauty
v/ Supplements v/ Local & Missouri Products
v/ Essential Oils v/ Family Owned & Operated

Serving our community since 2000 « Your complete Health Food store
1205 S. Business Highway 54, Eldon, M0 65026 - (573) 392-1968

f Facebook.com/NaturesSourceStore
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OFFERING CAKES, CUPCAKES, COOKIES, PIES, CHEESECAKES,
BROWNIES, DESSERT BREADS.

CATERING FOR ANY SPECTAL EVENTS, SUCH AS WEDDINGS
AND BIRTHDAYS.
709 S Auvora St, Eldon, MO 65026
(573) 557-2237

www.taylermadesweets.com
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FAMILY DENTISTRY

102 E 9" St, Eldon  573-392-3886

CARPET
TILE
VINYL/

LIVING ROOMS
BEDROOM -4

DINING ROOM ||
ACCENTS

[E L D O N|
URNITUR
ﬂ Furnifure Flooring Bedding Blinds
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N

5S. Maple St.
Eldon, MO 65026
573.392.4721
www.eldonfurniturecompany.com
@ Follow us on Facebook
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FROM MUSTANG TO PRO:
TACKLING SUCCESS ON AND OFF

Wren Rodriguez, once a standout
player for the Eldon Mustangs, has
transformed his high school pas-
sion into a thriving career in arena
football while nurturing the dreams
of young athletes in his hometown.

Wrens journey from the Eldon
High School football field to the
professional arena is nothing short
of inspiring. As a key player for
the Ozarks Lunkers, “Persever-
ance through Every Play” isn't just
a motto for Wren; it’s a way of life
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Left to right:Renly, Wren, Asher, and Darian Rddrguez, Iris Rowland

that has propelled him from Friday
night lights to the professional
stage.

Wren’s high school record speaks
volumes about his potential. His
ability to force a turnover in every
game he started is a testament to
his relentless spirit and skill -
qualities that undoubtedly
contribute to his success in the
arena.

Wren’s influence extends beyond

the football field. His success has
become an inspiration for young
athletes in Eldon. “I want kids from
Eldon to know that going pro isn’t
just a pipe dream,” Wren shares.
“If I can do it, they can too. It’s all
about believing in yourself and
putting in the work”

Wren's commitment to nurturing
local talent is evident in his in-
volvement with youth sports. As
a coach, he’s not just teaching the
fundamentals of the game: he’s in-



stilling the values of perseverance, teamwork, and
community pride that have been integral to his own
success.

Behind every great athlete is a strong support sys-
tem, and Wren’s is no exception. His high school
sweetheart turned wife, Darian Rodriguez, has been
his biggest cheerleader from the sidelines of Eldon
High to the professional arena. Together theyre
raising three children - Iris, Asher, and Renly - who
are at the heart of Wren’s motivation both on and oft
the field.

When he’s not dodging tackles or coaching young
athletes, Wren can be found running his businesses,
A.B. Construction and D and W Pressure Washing.
This entrepreneurial spirit showcases Wren’s abili-
ty to diversify his skills and build a legacy beyond
sports.

Looking ahead, Wren’s ambitions are as bold as
his plays on the field. His ultimate goal? To return
to where it all began and become the head varsi-
ty coach for the Eldon Mustangs. “I want to be the
bridge that connects Eldon to the world of profes-
sional sports,” Wren explains. “It’s about elevating
the quality of coaching and instilling belief in our
young athletes.”

Wren Rodriguez’s story is more than just a tale of
athletic success; it’s a narrative of community, per-
severance, and the power of hometown roots. As he
continues to make strides in his professional career
and community involvement, Wren stands as a
living example that with hard work and dedication,
Eldon dreams can indeed become reality.

" 53 AT 72
Wren on the sidelines during his first year as head-

coach for Asher and Iris’ flag football team.

Wren celebrating after his first interception in his first
game with the Lunkers




MUSTANG LEGACY CONTRIBUTORS

Visionary
$25.000 and up

Rita Bass

Eldon Quarterback Club
Jonathan Grantham
Cole Hamels

Kent Kehr

Carl Mosher

E.J. Pyle

Cornerstone
$2.500 and up

Eldon Athletic Booster Club
Peter & Barbara Gattermeir
Jeff & Amy Hargroves

Scott & Lisa Harrison

Ingrid Haas & John Groves
Jim & Judy Lincoln

Nates Concrete Pumping LLC
Tony & Renee Pace

Heritage
$1,000 and up

Charles & Janet Allen

Sandy, Bryan, Halla Atwell

James & Melanie Bennett

Linda Scrivner - Bierbower

John Caine Family

Capital Region Medical Clinic
-Eldon

Central Bank of LOTO

Class of 1956

Class of 1963

Bob & Jane Davis

Matt & Shelly Davis
Eldon CTA

Mike & Marla Finnegan
Rob & Tami Frazee

Billy Gerhart

Mike Hees

Blanche & Mary Laffey
Paula Mosher-Lea
Phillips Funeral Home
James & Catrice Roseblock
Ed Sanning

Linda Scrivner-Bierbower
Eric & Claire Wilhoit

Maroon
$500 and up

Joe & Donna Albertson

Elaine Schuster-Allee

Dit Apperson

David Bailey Family

Renee Baker

Bales Construction

Jennifer Beard

Ed Bierbower

Kathy Bisges

Paul Boatman

Robert & Linda Brandt

Ty & Janice Brewer

James & Barbara Brown

Bruns Service Center Inc

Rick Caine

Gary & Donna Carrender

Citizens Bank of Eldon

Class of 1955

Class of 1960(in memory of
Geraldine Haldiman)

Class of 1961

Class of 1964

Class of 1965

Class of 1966

Class of 1968

Class of 1972

Class of 1974

Class of 1981

Class of 1982

Class of 1983

Class of 1985

Class of 1988

Class of 2001

Kenneth & Treva Crismon
Dale & Pauline Currence
Devine & Ass. Real Estate
Travis Dinwiddie

Jay & Stacey Dunham
Krik & Robin Earleywine
Eldon Community Foundation
Eldon Friends of Music
Eldon Lions Club

Eldon Warriors

Wanda Robbins Enloe
Fendorf & Phillips -

Grads of 1915-1980
David & Maryann Frank
Friends of Deb Geritz
Friends of Eddie Winters
Vonda Greenwalt

Billy Paul & Robin Griffith
Scott & Michele Griswold
Willard & Jerri Haley

Matt & Ashley Hanks & Family
Gerald J. Harms Sr.
Peggy Harrison

Tony & lla Jean Hartfield
Bill & Sheri Harvey & family
Carl & Ruth Hees

Michael & Debra Hees



Randy Hendrix

James T. Herfurth

Roy & Myrna Jo Herren

Jim & Clare Herriman

High Point Porter Family
Bruce & Jeannie Hlavacek
Mark Hoffman Family

Duane & Cathy JoKleithermes Family
Larry & Patricia LaDuke

Lake Regional Health Systems
Janice Maher

Danny Marra

Toni Marra-Schulte

Gary & Carole Marriott Family
Merle & Gloria Matzen Family
Rex & Joyce McCarger Family
McDevitt Clan

Ardyce Meyer Shipman

Mary Meyer Harper

Betty Ann Morris

Max A. Nickerson

George Parkins

David & Rhonda Perkins
David & Julia Platt

Ruth Poliner

Larry and Sandra Pope
Refills Ink

Republic Services Inc.

Diana Loyce Robinson
George, Loyoe, Susan & John Robinson
Bob & Judy Russell

Kent & Donna Schmidt

Justin & Billie Setser

Edward & Rhonda Simmons
Richard & Linda Simmons-Thomas
Don & Lovea Vaughan
Vernon Publishing

Wallace Vernon

David Wainright

Ted & Beth Wood

Bob & Jlee Wooley

Kathy Wrye

David A. Yarger

Gold
$250 and up

Jerome & Terry Atteberry
Steve & Kathy Atwell
Wesley Bailey

Gene & Shirley Barbour
Charles Bard

Brian Beard

Terri Benjamin

Charles Blum Family

Paul & Kathie Boatman
Donald & Priscilla Bond
Mark Callison

Class of 1971

Class of 1976

Class of 1981

Helen Cooper-Maxwell
Bethal Cotton-Coffman
Burnell & Linda Crain
Diane Crismon-Simpson
Tyrus Czeschin

David & Rose Marie Dishman
Dayle & Nancy Dunstan
Arden Eilers

Brandon & Amy Frank
Connie Clark-Freise

Donna Gilreath

Helen Hackman-Sturgis
John & Stacie Hall
Harenza Brothers

Helen & Rufus, Lois Harmon
Carl & Ruth Hees

Phyllis Marie Hult, David Hult
In Memory of Grace Eilerts
In Memory of Dee Spalding
Clement F. Iven

Robert Jenkins

Gail Jones

Kenneth Kays

Will Lemen

Donald & Shirley Looten
Jack & Peggy Martin

Helen Maxwell

James & Betty McDowell
Colleen McGirl

Gaynelle Jenkins Moore Goddard
Frank & Beverly Procter

River Region Credit Union
Bill & Betty Roark

Julie Rush - 68’

Gary & June Spencer

Jim Taylor

The Partridge Family
Dennis & Jerry Thompson
Sam & Marlyn Upton

Don & Laslee Vernon
Randy & Michele Vernon
Susan Wahlbrink

JoAnne (Heather) Woolley

White
up to $200

Neil & Debbie Atkinson
Wesley Bailey

Susan Baker

Class of 1970

Michael Craig

Paul & Patricia Darnell
Jan Denison

Anna Diebold

Jerry & Sara Dunstan
John Gambill

Bill & Judith Gunn

Don Ham

Robert & Anna Harvey
Robert & Donna Henley
Cheryl Henningsen
Paul & Sharon Holder
Bernie & Cathie Jenkins
Mr. & Mrs. B. Milton Kays
Christine Leonard
DeeAnn Muse

Fred Myer

Marcia Nickels

Terri Pint

John Pyle

Beverly Ruhlf

Peter J. Shaw

Marvin & Kay Summers
Robert & Doris Taggart
Fred & Lela Uptergrove
C.D. & Sue Vernon
David & Ruth Woolley
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A JOURNEY FROM
ELDON TO ADVOCACY

Gracie Blankenship Normans path from the small
town of High Point, Missouri to a successful career in
law is a testament to her dedication, hard work, and
the strong values instilled in her from an early age.
Growing up on a cattle farm with her two sisters and
brother, Gracie learned the importance of diligence
and community. This foundation has carried her
through her academic and professional journey,
making her a proud representative of Eldon High
School alumni.

Gracie attended Eldon High School, graduating in
2017. Her high school years were marked by a diverse

array of activities that showcased her multifaceted
talents and interests. In the fall, she could be found
on the softball field, while the spring saw her active
in the FFA building. Gracie was also a member of the
Chamber Choir, where she served as the accompanist,
putting her years of piano lessons to good use.

After high school, Gracie pursued higher education
at the University of Central Missouri, where she
majored in Criminal Justice and minored in
Psychology. It was during her time at UCM that she
worked with the Midwest Innocence Project,
an organization dedicated to exonerating the




wrongfully convicted. This experience solidified her
passion for justice and advocacy, leading her to apply for
law school.

Gracie moved to Kansas City to attend the University
of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law. It was during this
time that she met her future husband at their church and
began planting roots in the Kansas City area. Today,
Gracie works as an associate attorney at Cook Ellis Law
Firm in Independence, Missouri, where she primarily
handles probate matters, civil litigation, and municipal
traffic violations.

Reflecting on her favorite teacher at EHS, Gracie fondly
remembers her high school chemistry teacher, Mrs.
O’Donnell. “There are a lot of teachers in this world; some
people are born to be teachers, others are not. But Mrs.
O’Donnell was born to be a teacher;” she recalls. Gracie
credits Mrs. O’'Donnell’s ability to connect with students
and her unwavering support as pivotal to her academic
success. Even years after graduating, Mrs. O’Donnell’s
influence remained, as she wrote a letter of recommen-
dation for Gracie’s admission to the Kansas Bar.

Gracie’s high school memories are filled with significant
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Gracie during an EHS softball game her senior year

Gracie celebrating her graduation from law school
with her niece Leah

achievements and cherished moments. One standout
memory is winning the district title in softball during
her senior year, the first team in school history to do
so. “Winning districts was such a special moment,’
Gracie reminisces. Another highlight was delivering
her State-winning speech to the Missouri Cattleman’s
Association, a culmination of dedication and countless
early morning practices with her ag advisor, Mr.
Shikles.

Outside of her professional life, Gracie cherishes time
spent with her family. She became an aunt for the first
time in 2022 and enjoys being closer to her niece, Leah.
Gracie and her husband love outdoor activities and
games, with a particular fondness for playing cards.

Looking to the future, Gracie aspires to continue
growing in her ability to advocate for those who can-
not advocate for themselves and to assist families
through challenging times. She also hopes to see her
family grow and dreams of returning to High Point
to raise her own children in the community she loves.
“My plan was always to settle back down in High Point,



where my family still lives. I hope one day, I do just that,” Gracie shares.

Gracie Blankenship Norman’s journey is a shining example of how the values and experiences from Eldon High
School and her hometown have shaped her into a dedicated advocate and successful attorney. Her story is a source

of pride for the Eldon High School alumni community.

Gracie with her family after h»er wedding in October of 2023. Left to right: Missy Blankenship, Ryan Wood,
Leah Wood, Terry Blankenship, Lucia Wood, Mackenzie Blankenship, Gracie Norman, Zach Norman, Sharon
Coonce, Logan Blankenship, Chawn Coonce
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The new Indoor Training Facility at EHS
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573-280-0648

eResidential -Drains
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Students using the new Training Facility



CLASS 4, DISTRICT 10 CHAMPIONS, TRI-COUNTY CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS
STATE GOLF - SECOND PLACE
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GOLF - 6TH GOLF - STH New addition at South Elementary




Our team is
committed to Eldon.

Eugenia a, M.D. Randall Barnes, D.O. Kaydie Dial, MSN,
Internal Medicine Family Medicine ENP-C, Family Medicine 302 _E' Fourth St.
Physical Therapy: 573-392-3000
g7 Cardiopulmonary Rehab: 573-392-9400

f 304 E. Fourth St.

o Express Care Walk-in Clinic: 573-557-2400
"g\ ) 416 S. Maple St.

Jeanette Dilan-Koetje, : Virginia Nagy, MD. Cardiology, Internal Medicine, Family Medicine,
D.O, Internal Medicine ~ FACC, Ca 1 _' Family Medicine Primary Care, Pediatrics: 573-392-5654
Women’s Health: 573-557-2553
Pharmacy: 573-557-2231

For more information, visit L 1 h\l_l

lakeregional.com/Eldon. REGIONAL

Julie Russell, FNP Amy Thompson, MD,
Family Medicine FACOG, OB-GYN HEALTH S
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MILLER COUNTY CARE  eressesusnesomestor 2161705 nevs s oneors
& REHABILITATION CENTER . 32'!3:15;}82:';3’6'264

Visit our facility and allow us to show you
how our caring staff makes a difference.

Miller County Care and Rehabilitation Center, a 86 bed skilled BEST
nursing facility located just outside of Tuscumbia. In addition,
there is a rehabilitation unit, outpatient and inpatient therapy, - g-mm“ KE 20, o

and an Alzheimer’'s & Dementia Special Care Unit. WINNER
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We also offer a wide range of healthcare services and hospice.
Skilled nursing and rehabilitation services are also under
Medicare Part A and B, Medicaid, and managed care programs,
private insurance, or private pay.

e Alzheimer’s/ * Rehabilitation to
Dementia Unit Return Home

e Skilled Nursing * Private &
Long Term Care Semi-Private

1157 Highway 17, Tuscumbia, MO 65082 | www.millercountycare.com



